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CONGRATULATING CROWN POINT 

LIONS CLUB ON THEIR 60TH AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 15, 2003

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and admiration that I wish to 
congratulate the members of the Crown Point 
Lions Club as they celebrate their 60th anni-
versary. To commemorate this special occa-
sion, the Crown Point Lions Club will be hav-
ing an anniversary banquet on October 18, 
2003 at the St. Matthias Hall in Crown Point, 
Indiana. 

The Crown Point Lions Club is a part of 
Lions International, which is the largest service 
organization in the world and includes over 1.4 
million members throughout more than 193 
countries. The mission of the Lions Club is 
‘‘We Serve,’’ and the Crown Point Lions Club 
has selflessly given their support to the North-
west Indiana community, especially the people 
of Crown Point, in many ways. The Club has 
given financial support to 30 local organiza-
tions and schools, as well as contributed to 
seven state, national, and international pro-
grams. During Easter and Thanksgiving, the 
Lions donate food to those in need. They have 
provided sight and hearing testing machines to 
many local schools, helped the Crown Point 
Girls Softball Team get lighting for their field, 
as well as contributed to the good of the com-
munity by providing a Braille computer to a 
local student who is blind. 

Throughout the past 60 years, the members 
of the Crown Point Lions Club have offered 
their dedication and support to their noble 
cause of serving their local community. Each 
year the Lions Club helps many local students 
obtain hearing aids and eyeglasses. Also each 
year they give a $1000.00 scholarship to a 
local student whose educational concentration 
is in hearing and sight related areas. This 
year, the Crown Point Lions Club is helping 
the community build a pavilion at the Lake 
County Fairgrounds. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in congratu-
lating the members of the Crown Point Lions 
Club on the 60th anniversary of their noble or-
ganization. These giving and selfless individ-
uals continue to dedicate their time and unre-
lenting efforts to serve their local community, 
as well as all of Northwest Indiana. It is their 
great desire for helping others that makes 
their organization and efforts such a moti-
vating force in the First Congressional District, 
and I am proud to represent them in Wash-
ington, D.C.

f 

TRIBUTE TO MRS. SARAH 
JOSEPHA HALE 

HON. CHARLES F. BASS 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 15, 2003

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the memory of Mrs. Sarah Josepha 
Hale of Newport, New Hampshire, a commu-
nity I represent in Congress. As November ap-
proaches, I am reminded of Mrs. Hale’s out-

standing contributions to American society and 
literary culture, including her lasting legacy as 
initial sponsor of our national Thanksgiving 
Day. 

Mrs. Hale overcame 19th century social ad-
versity to become the first female editorialist in 
American History. During her tenure as editor 
of the American Ladies Magazine and later 
Godey’s Ladies Magazine, Mrs. Hale acted as 
an advocate for women’s right to equality of 
education, property, and wages. She was also 
a successful novelist and poet, penning the 
classic ‘‘Mary Had a Little Lamb,’’ as well as 
a devoted single mother of five children. 

During the Civil War, Mrs. Hale took an ac-
tive role as an advocate for the creation of a 
‘‘Day of National Thanksgiving.’’ Knowing that 
President Washington had originally called for 
a Thanksgiving Day in 1789, she pressed for 
its reinstatement as a day for all Americans to 
come together and celebrate as a nation. Fol-
lowing the horrors exhibited at the Battle of 
Gettysburg, President Lincoln chose to accept 
her suggestion, and proclaimed the last Thurs-
day in November of each year a day of na-
tional celebration. 

In this, the 140th year since the Thanks-
giving Holiday was established, please let the 
record reflect our commemoration of Mrs. 
Hale’s achievements. In a period of crucial na-
tional challenges, her life of personal service 
should be a model for all citizens seeking to 
make positive contributions to our great soci-
ety, and I am proud to represent her legacy 
here in Congress.

f 

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING 
DAN LEACH 

HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 15, 2003

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker: 
Whereas, Dan Leach has exhibited tremen-

dous courage and heroism in rescuing others; 
and 

Whereas, Dan Leach entered a burning 
house to rescue the homeowner without any 
selfish regard for his own well-being; and 

Whereas, Dan Leach has been honored 
with the Ohio Fire Service Citizens Award for 
Heroism by the 2003 Ohio Fire Service Hall of 
Fame; 

Therefore, I join with the residents of the en-
tire 18th Congressional District in recognizing 
Dan Leach for his courage, commitment and 
sacrifice.

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MASTER 
SERGEANT DENNIS TAKESHITA 

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 15, 2003

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
take this opportunity to congratulate Master 
Sergeant Dennis Takeshita on his retirement 
from the Hawaii Air National Guard and thank 
him for 37 years of outstanding service to our 
Nation. 

Master Sergeant Takeshita served on active 
duty with the Air Force from 1966 to 1972, 

and he served in the Hawaii Air National 
Guard until October 1 of this year. During that 
time, Master Sergeant Takeshita received 
many citations and awards for his high level of 
performance and commitment to duty. He is a 
veteran of Vietnam and served in Operations 
Allied Force, Noble Eagle, and Enduring Free-
dom. 

Throughout his years of service Master Ser-
geant Dennis Takeshita demonstrated a spirit 
of steadfast patriotism, leadership, and profes-
sionalism. He embodies the qualities of honor, 
love of country, and dedication to the core val-
ues of the United States Air Force. He set a 
high standard of performance that challenges 
each and every one of us to give our very 
best in whatever we undertake. 

We join today in saluting Master Sergeant 
Dennis Takeshita for 37 years of dedicated 
service. Mahalo, Dennis, and best wishes for 
the future.

f 

VETERANS BENEFIT ACT OF 2003

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAX SANDLIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 8, 2003

Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of H.R. 2297, the Veterans Benefits Act of 
2003; however, I cannot in good conscience 
cast my vote for this measure without express-
ing my serious disappointment in the leader-
ship of this House and its continuing refusal to 
fulfill the promises this Nation has made to its 
bravest and most loyal citizens—our veterans. 
As a result of the War on Terror, we have 
troops deployed at points all over the world. In 
the name of freedom and liberty, we are in the 
process of creating more veterans, yet we 
cannot do justice by our Nation’s current vet-
erans. 

I refuse to remain silent while Congress 
puts forth a bill that does not go nearly far 
enough to help the men and women who 
risked life and limb at our government’s re-
quest. H.R. 2297 does not fulfill the promises 
that our Nation made to provide for health 
care, education, housing and burial rights for 
the brave soldiers who fought our battles. This 
Republican Congress has paid lip-service to 
veterans’ issues, but they follow up their patri-
otic rhetoric with legislation that can only be 
described as an insult. I am disappointed that 
the President and the Republican leadership 
of the House have on more than one occasion 
characterized funding for veterans benefits as 
a drain on our economy. The so-called Repub-
lican leadership refuses to live up to its obliga-
tions, including the elimination of the pro-
foundly unfair disabled veterans’ tax, also 
known as Concurrent Receipt. 

The Disabled Veterans Tax is shorthand for 
a practice whereby the retirement pay earned 
by veterans with service connected disabilities 
is reduced dollar for dollar by the amount 
those veterans receive in disability payments. 
To put it more bluntly, our Nation’s veterans—
the men and women who fought to preserve 
the freedoms we all enjoy—are forced to pay 
their own disability compensation. Veterans 
with service-connected disabilities are the only 
Federal employees subject to this offset and 
are essentially given no additional pay for their 
sacrifice. 
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The perpetuation of the Disabled Veterans 

Tax is just one example of how we have let 
our veterans down. It is unconscionable that 
those who have fought for this country are rel-
egated to second class status. The fact of the 
matter remains that when America makes a 
promise to those who wear the uniform, that 
promise should be kept. Military retirement 
pay is just compensation for a career of hon-
orable service. By contrast, compensation for 
service-connected disability is designed to as-
suage the veterans’ suffering, pain, and lost 
future earning power. 

I am confident that this bill will get over-
whelming support from the Members of this 
House, because it gives veterans some relief; 
however, it is not the best that we can do. I 
will support this bill, because it is right that we 
provide for the men and women who so val-
iantly fought for us. 

That said, I cannot help but ask why those 
who so often wrap themselves in the Amer-
ican flag and the language and symbolism of 
patriotism for political gain refuse to be real 
patriots and stand up to the President’s threat 
to veto a repeal of the Disabled Veterans Tax. 

Why is it that we can spend our country 
deep into debt by giving tax cuts to the richest 
one-percent and building infrastructure in for-
eign lands—while at the same time creating 
new veterans—but we still can’t find sufficient 
money for education, veterans’ health care 
and an elimination of the Disabled Veterans 
Tax? There is too much left undone. Sadly, 
despite its noble goals, this bill leaves many 
promises unmet and that is just plain wrong. 
It is time to fulfill our commitment to the Na-
tion’s veterans. We can do better than this, 
and I hope that in the future we will do better 
than this. 

How can America hope to retain its military 
might if we continually refuse to fulfill our 
promises to the servicemen and women who 
came before; the men and women who brave-
ly served our country in its darkest hours, our 
Nation’s veterans? Who will carry the banner 
of the American ideals and protect this great 
land, if this government lets fighting men and 
women fall by the wayside? 

Those who fought in two World Wars, in 
Korea, in Vietnam, in Iraq and every conflict 
before and in between kept their promise to 
this great Nation. They served us in the name 
of freedom, and they served us well. The next 
time the opportunity to do right by our vet-
erans presents itself, I hope that the Adminis-
tration and my colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle will not diminish the greatness of 
these United States but rather will ensure that 
their deeds match their rhetoric in helping us 
keep America’s promise to its veterans.

f 

HONORING SSM HEALTH CARE IN 
WISCONSIN 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 15, 2003

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor one of the nation’s leading providers of 
health care. The role of SSM Health Care in 
Wisconsin and throughout the country is de-
serving of a prestigious award. 

SSM Health Care is being honored as one 
of the esteemed recipients of the 2002 

Malcom Baldridge National Quality Award, the 
Nation’s premier award for performance excel-
lence and quality achievement given by the 
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology within the Department of Commerce. 
This is the first time in history a recipient has 
been named in the health care category. 

SSM Health Care offers a wide range of 
medical services centered around the values 
of compassion, respect, excellence, steward-
ship, and community. We all benefit from SSM 
Health Care taking such an active role in our 
community. By engaging in great technological 
advances, community projects and charity 
care, as well as a continuous exploration into 
medical research, SSM Health Care has dem-
onstrated true leadership and exceptional skill. 

With the increasing aging population in Wis-
consin, SSM Health Care has been an impor-
tant provider of quality medical services, in-
cluding acute care and nursing home facilities 
to my constituents. I join the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology as they recog-
nize SSM Health Care with the Malcom 
Baldridge National Quality Award.

f 

HONORING VETERANS ON 
VETERANS DAY 

HON. HEATHER WILSON 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 15, 2003

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, 
it is a tremendous honor for me to recognize 
and pay tribute to the men and women of New 
Mexico on Veterans Day who have served in 
the Armed Forces. This solemn occasion, 
commemorated by the ceremony at the New 
Mexico Veterans Memorial on November 11, 
2003, celebrates the hearts and souls of our 
veterans who have chosen to make military 
service an enduring commitment in their lives. 
This commitment, borne out of a strong sense 
of duty and patriotism to our principles and to 
our citizens, has never wavered. Our service 
men and women have always accepted the 
hardships imposed on them by their respon-
sibilities, and have been willing to meet any 
challenge or risk in order to see their missions 
accomplished. This unwavering loyalty and 
willingness to serve our country must be com-
memorated for future generations to remem-
ber, and to know that it is because of our vet-
erans that our country continues to remain 
strong and free. 

This Veterans Day also marks the 50th an-
niversary of the cessation of hostilities of the 
Korean War. The Korean War was fought 
under conditions that could only be described 
as brutal and harsh. Despite the difficulty of 
their orders, the terrain and the fighting condi-
tions, our men and women in uniform per-
formed with tremendous courage and dignity. 
Their actions during conflict stand as a testa-
ment to the strength of our Armed Forces, and 
our country’s resolve to overcome oppression 
and tyranny in the world. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
these exemplary New Mexicans and the ex-
amples of heroism and courage they have dis-
played by their commitment to America.

TRIBUTE TO RON POAST 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 15, 2003

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a person who is a gifted artisan. 
Mr. Ron Poast is one of our nation’s rare mak-
ers of the Hardanger fiddles. Mr. Poast’s skill 
in this art has brought him nationwide acclaim. 

Ron has recently been awarded the Na-
tional Heritage Fellowship Award. This very 
prestigious award was presented to only 16 
artists from across the nation. 

The Hardanger fiddle is recognized as the 
national instrument of Norway. Norwegian cul-
tural influences are prevalent in Mr. Poast’s 
hometown of Black Earth, as they are in much 
of Wisconsin. Ron’s passion for the Hardanger 
was shaped by his Norwegian-American par-
ents and his grandfathers who were both fid-
dlers. The Hardanger fiddle has a dragonhead 
scroll, four bowed violin strings, and five sym-
pathetic understrings that produce a unique 
droning sound. Before shipping each hand-
crafted fiddle that he makes, Ron carefully 
‘‘plays it in’’ to make sure that it has the right 
distinctive sound. In addition to his rare talent 
with the Hardanger, he also makes fine ban-
jos, violins, mandolins, and guitars. 

Ron has received wide recognition for his 
excellence in this craft. At the national level, 
he was recognized by the Smithsonian Folklife 
Festival. The Wisconsin State Strings Museum 
Hall of Fame named him Master Luthier of the 
Year in 1992, and former Governor Tommy 
Thompson nominated Mr. Poast for the Na-
tional Living Treasure of the United States 
Award. When I served in the Wisconsin State 
Legislature, a photograph of Mr. Poast’s great 
craftsmanship graced the cover of the State of 
Wisconsin Telephone Directory, a listing of 
thousands of state employees and their agen-
cies. In 2000, Ron was given the opportunity 
to display his beautiful instruments internation-
ally at the Chiba People’s Days festival in 
Makuhari, Japan. 

Mr. Speaker, I join the National Endowment 
for the Arts in recognizing Mr. Poast’s 
achievements and congratulate him as he ac-
cepts the National Heritage Fellowship Award.

f 

QUICK THINKING EIGHT–YEAR–OLD 

HON. HEATHER WILSON 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 15, 2003

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, 
today I bring to your attention the heroic ac-
tions of Annalisha Labastida, an 8-year-old girl 
who called 911 and stayed calm while her dad 
had a seizure on Interstate 40. 

While driving with her dad on Interstate 40, 
young Annalisha took action when her father 
had a seizure and blacked out. She maneu-
vered the truck to a safe stop on the side of 
the freeway and called 911 for help. She was 
able to give clear and accurate directions to 
the emergency operator, which allowed Albu-
querque Police to respond quickly to the 
emergency. 

Without Annalisha’s quick thinking there 
could have been a major accident where lives 
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